What is claimed is : 



1. An identifier assignment apparatus for 
assigning an identifier to a communication device 
which uses a unique identifier to perform 
communication , compr is ing : 

a managing unit that manages the 
communication device; and 

a control unit that receives a request 
from the communication device, and assigns an 
identifier to the communication device in response 
to the request if the request is within a 
predetermined duration of time from the assignment 
of the identifier to the communication device. 



2. An identifier assignment apparatus 
according to Claim 1 , wherein the control unit 
always assigns the identifier in response to 
requests from an approved communication device. 



3. An identifier assignment apparatus for 
assigning an identifier to a communication device 
which uses a unique identifier to perform 
communication , comprising : 

a lease condition storage unit that stores 
lease conditions corresponding to the 
communication device indicating conditions 
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relating to approval /prohibition of identifier 
distribution ; 

an initial control unit that, when the 
distribution request information is received from 
the communication device , approves the identifier 
distribution to the communication device and 
stores initial lease conditions corresponding to 
the communication device into lease condition 
storage unit, if the lease conditions 
corresponding to the communication device are not 
stored in the lease condition storage unit; 

a condition modification unit that 
modifies the lease conditions corresponding to 
communication device stored in the lease condition 
storage unit; and 

an identifier distribution 
approval /prohibition control unit that controls 
approval/prohibition of identifier distribution to 
the communication device as a transmission source 
of the distribution request information, based on 
the lease conditions corresponding to the 
communication device stored in the lease condition 
storage unit. 

4. An identifier assignment apparatus 
according to Claim 3 , in which 

the initial lease conditions include a term 
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condition during which the identifier can be 
distributed, and 

the condition modification unit includes: 
a unit that determines whether or not the 
term condition in the initial lease conditions 
stored in the lease condition storage unit 
corresponding to the communication device is 
satisfied when the distribution request 
information is received from the communication 
device; and 

a lease prohibition setting unit that 
modifies the initial lease conditions to lease 
conditions for prohibiting the identifier 
distribution when it is determined that the term 
condition is not satisfied. 

5. An identifier assignment apparatus 
according to Claim 3, in which the condition 
modification unit includes unit that modifies the 
initial lease conditions corresponding to the 
communication device to a set of normal lease 
conditions in which identifier distribution is 
determined in advance based on information 
relating to execution of specific processing from 
the communication device . 

6. An identifier assignment apparatus 
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according to Claim 3, in which 

the lease conditions include the term 
condition during which the identifier can be 
distributed, and 

the condition modification unit includes a 
unit that extends for a predetermined duration of 
time the term condition stored in the lease 
condition storage unit corresponding to the 
communication device when the distribution request 
information is received from the communication 
device . 

7. An identifier assignment apparatus 
according to Claim 3, in which 

the lease conditions include the term 
condition during which the identifier can be 
distributed, and 

the condition modification unit includes: 
a unit that determines whether or not the 
term condition in the lease conditions stored in 
the lease condition storage unit is satisfied; and 

a unit that deletes from the lease 
condition storage unit those lease conditions for 
which it is determined that the term condition is 
not satisfied. 

8. An identifier assignment apparatus 
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according to Claim 3, in which the condition 
modification unit includes unit that modifies the 
lease conditions corresponding to the 
communication device stored in the lease condition 
storage unit based on the information relating to 
the execution of the specific processing from a 
management device . 

9 . An identifier assignment apparatus 
according to Claim 1 , wherein 

the identifier is IP address. 

10. An identifier assignment method for 
assigning an identifier to a communication device 
which uses a unique identifier to perform 
communication , compr is ing : 

a managing step of managing the 
communication device; and 

a control step of receiving a request from 
the communication device, and assigning an 
identifier to the communication device in response 
to the request if the request is within a 
predetermined duration of time from the assignment 
of the identifier to the communication device. 

11. An identifier assignment method 
according to Claim 10, wherein the control step 
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always assigns the identifier in response to 
requests from an approved communication device. 



12. An identifier assignment method for 
assigning an identifier to a communication device 
which uses a unique identifier to perform 
communication , compr i s ing : 

a lease condition storage step of storing 
lease conditions corresponding to the 
communication device indicating conditions 
relating to approval /prohibit ion of identifier 
distribution; 

an initial control step of, when the 
distribution request information is received from 
the communication device, approving the identifier 
distribution to the communication device and 
storing initial lease conditions corresponding to 
the communication device by* lease condition 
storage step, if the lease conditions 
corresponding to the communication device are not 
stored by the lease condition storage step; 

a condition modification step of modifying 
the lease conditions corresponding to 
communication device stored by the lease condition 
storage step; and 

an identifier distribution 
approval/prohibition control step of controlling 
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approval /prohibition of identifier distribution to 
the communication device as a transmission source 
of the distribution request information, based on 
the lease conditions corresponding to the 
communication device stored by the lease condition 
storage step. 

13. An identifier assignment method 
according to Claim 12, in which 

the initial lease conditions include a term 
condition during which the identifier can be 
distributed, and 

the condition modification step includes: 
a step of determining whether or not the 
term condition in the initial lease conditions 
stored by the lease condition storage step 
corresponding to the communication device is 
satisfied when the distribution request 
information is received from the communication 
device ; and 

a lease prohibition setting step of 
modifying the initial lease conditions to lease 
conditions for prohibiting the identifier 
distribution when it is determined that the term 
condition is not satisfied. 



14. An identifier assignment method 
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according to Claim 12, in which the condition 
modification step includes a step of modifying the 
initial lease conditions corresponding to the 
communication device to a set of normal lease 
conditions in which identifier distribution is 
determined in advance based on information 
relating to execution of specific processing from 
the communication device . 



15. An identifier assignment method 
according to Claim 12, in which 

the lease conditions include the term 
condition during which the identifier can be 
distributed, and 

the condition modification step includes a 
step of extending for a predetermined duration of 
time the term condition stored by the lease 
condition storage step corresponding to the 
communication device when the distribution request 
information is received from the communication 
device . 



16. A storage medium storing a program for 
assigning an identifier to a communication device 
which uses a unique identifier to perform 
communication, the program comprising: 

a managing step of managing the 
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communication device; and 

a control step of receiving a request from 
the communication device, and assigning an 
identifier to the communication device in response 
to the request if the request is within a 
predetermined duration of time from the assignment 
of the identifier to the communication device. 



17. A storage medium according to Claim 16 , 
wherein the control step always assigns the 
identifier in response to requests from an 
approved communication device. 

18. A storage medium storing a program for 
assigning an identifier to a communication device 
which uses a unique identifier to perform 
communication, the program comprising: 

a lease condition storage step of storing 
lease conditions corresponding to the 
communication device indicating conditions 
relating to approval/prohibition of identifier 
distribution; 

an initial control step of, when the 
distribution request information is received from 
the communication device, approving the identifier 
distribution to the communication device and 
storing initial lease conditions corresponding to 
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the communication device by lease condition 
storage step, if the lease conditions 
corresponding to the communication device are not 
stored by the lease condition storage step; 

a condition modification step of modifying 
the lease conditions corresponding to 
communication device stored by the lease condition 
storage step; and 

an identifier distribution 
approval /prohibition control step of controlling 
approval /prohibition of identifier distribution to 
the communication device as a transmission source 
of the distribution request information, based on 
the lease conditions corresponding to the 
communication device stored by the lease condition 
storage step. 

19. A storage medium according to Claim 18 , 
in which 

the initial lease conditions include a term 
condition during which the identifier can be 
distributed, and 

the condition modification step includes: 
a step of determining whether or not the 
term condition in the initial lease conditions 
stored by the lease condition storage step 
corresponding to the communication device is 
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satisfied when the distribution request 
information is received from the communication 
device; and 

a lease prohibition setting step of 
modifying the initial lease conditions to lease 
conditions for prohibiting the identifier 
distribution when it is determined that the term 
condition is not satisfied. 

20. A storage medium according to Claim 18, 
in which the condition modification step includes 

a step of modifying the initial lease conditions 
corresponding to the communication device to a set 
of normal lease conditions in which identifier 
distribution is determined in advance based on 
information relating to execution of specific 
processing from the communication device. 

21. A storage medium according to Claim 18, 
in which 

the lease conditions include the term 
condition during which the identifier can be 
distributed, and 

the condition modification step includes a 
step of extending for a predetermined duration of 
time the term condition stored by the lease 
condition storage step corresponding to the 
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communication device when the distribution request 
information is received from the communication 
device . 
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